Spain:  Moors and Christians Pre- and Post-Trip Suggestions

ARRIVING EARLIER
Barcelona is amazingly artistic and worth seeing, but it is heavy with tourists. Because your leaders will have just finished a 15-day tour in the North, we will need to decompress and are not including group activities in Barcelona. However, we have recommendations. 

We are staying in the Gothic Quarter. The two hotels that we have used and enjoy are Hotel Portal del Angel and Hotel Montcada. Both are a short walk to the Gothic Cathedral. Suggestions are:  walk the narrow streets of this Quarter; have a meal at the Central Market; walk Las Ramblas downhill to the port and beach; take a walking tour with Feel Free Tours to learn about Modernismo Architecture. To see the Picasso Museum it is advisable to reserve tickets ahead of time at museupicasso.bcn.cat/en , and be aware that it is closed on Mondays. To tour La Sagrada Familia or Parque Guell, you will have to buy tickets well in advance, perhaps several months.Our agent has always done it, so I do not have the specifics. If you wish to enlist the services of our agent, you may contact them directly and tell them that you are part of the Arizona Desert Museum Tour.
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Spain’s official tourist site is https://www.spain.info/en. From here, you can browse and get ideas of other possibilities.


TRAINS

Rail travel is a great way to get around, and depart and arrive in the heart of the cities! 
Spain has a few national rail lines, which all fit under the RENFE umbrella. You can go to the Renfe website, but as an American with American credit cards it is better to use the site Trainline. This article explains why and gives steps on how to use Trainline.

From the Madrid airport, there is train that leaves approximately every 20 minutes and places you at the main downtown station Atocha. You will find the line on the ground floor of the airport. 

From Atocha, there are daily departures to Oviedo every 3-4 hours, and the journey takes between 3 and 4 hours.

From Zaragoza, bullet trains to Barcelona or Madrid will take about 1.5 hours. 


AIRPORT BUSES

Both Madrid and Barcelona have super convenient, direct airport buses that run approximately every 20 minutes from the airport to city centers. 

For Madrid:  from airport, leave baggage claim, follow bus icon signs to the ground floor, to outside, and to the bus pick-up area. Make sure that this is the bus to Atocha. It is the yellow Airport Express Aeropuerto. If you are at the Atocha train station wanting to go to the airport, board it from street level. It’ll cost about 5 euros and takes 40 minutes; a taxi will cost 40 euros and take 30 minutes. 

For Barcelona:  from airport, leave baggage claim, follow bus icon signs to the ground floor, to outside, and to the bus pick-up area. Make sure that this is the blue Aerobus (not the city bus that will say TMB #46).  The cost is about 8 euros, and it takes 35 minutes from airport to the last stop:  Plaza Catalunya. If you are at Plaza Catalunya wanting to go to the airport, go to the side of the plaza near El Corte Ingles, at the top of Avinguda Portal de l’Angel. Look for stop. If you are staying at Portal del Angel Hotel, walk up hill about 8 minutes. If you are staying at Hotel Montcada, then it is about a 20 walk with suitcases in tow. The route is almost entirely on pedestrian-only streets and is quite picturesque. Alternatively, you may hire a taxi. Fare will be about 40 euros and it will take about 25 minutes.

STAYING LATER
Visit Madrid. We usually lodge at Hotel Mediodia, which is clean but nothing fancy. What it does offer is a superb location. It is across the street from the Atocha train station and is in the museum and park district. You can walk to the Royal Botanical Gardens, The Prado, the Reina Sofia Modern Art Museum, and El Retiro Park where musicians, artists, cafes, rowboats, manicured flower gardens, a crystal palace all entertain and offer respite for the city residents. You can take a longer walk to the Plaza Major in the heart of the old town, which offers classic bars and restaurants. 
